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another message, on September 10, 1903, the American
minister said: "The appointment of Obaldia is regarded
as the forerunner of separation," and in a letter on the
following day he wrote: "Senator Obaldia's separatist
tendencies are well known, and he is reported to have said
that, should the canal treaty not pass, the department of
Panama would declare its independence, and would be right
in doing so. That these are his opinions there is, of course,
no doubt"

Again, on October 21, 1903, the American Minister wrote
to Secretary Hay: "I have the honor to inform you that
there is no disguising the alarm existing as to the possible
action of the government of the United States should the
feeling of dissatisfaction undoubtedly existing in the de-
partment of Panama find expression in overt acts."

The Colombian Congress adjourned on October 31, 1903,
and on the same day the American Minister cabled to Secre-
tary Hay: "The people here in great anxiety over con-
flicting reports of secession movements in the Cauca and
Panama."

In the United States the possibility of a revolution in
Panama, in case of the rejection of the treaty, was a mat-
ter of public knowledge in August, 1903. Toward the end
of that month the newspapers began to publish informa-
tion in various forms from the Isthmus and Bogota similar
to that quoted above from the files of the State Depart-
ment. Toward the end of October it was announced in the
American press that the Colombian Government had al-
ready begun the movement of troops to the Isthmus. On
October 15, 1903, the President was informed by Com-
mander John Hubbard, of the navy, that a revolution had
broken out in the department of Cauca, and on the follow-
ing day, at the request of Lieutenant-General Young, of
the United States army, the President received two officers
of the army who had just returned by way of Panama from
a four months' trip in Venezuela and Colombia. They in-
formed him that a revolutionary party was organizing in
Panama with the object of separation from Colombia, and